


The Gift of Giving

Eventually, in some shop I found a plastic model of a silver 
trophy. Underneath it was a plaque that read, “To the best 
father in the world.” Today, all these years later, I cringe 
at the memory of that object. It was cheap, banal, almost 
comically absurd. What was unforgettable, though, was 
what he did after I had given it to him. I can’t remember 
what he said, or whether he even smiled. What I do 
remember is that he placed it on his bedside table, where 
it remained—humble, trite—for all the years that I was 
living at home. He allowed me to give him something, 
and then showed that the gift mattered to him. In that act, 
he gave me dignity. He let me see that I could give even 
to someone who had given me all I had. 

    Rabbi Sacks  “What Do We Receive When We 
Give?”        



Replacing Sacrifices

Rav Shmuel bar Unya said: “Torah 
study is greater than sacrificing 
the daily offerings.” (Megillah 3b)



Doing righteous deeds of charity (tzedakah) is 
greater than offering all of the sacrifices, 
as it is written, “Doing righteousness and 
justice is more acceptable to the Lord 
than an offering.” (Prov. 21:3) 

The sages taught that acts of kindness (hesed) 
are superior to charity in three ways: 
charity can be done only with money 
while acts of kindness can be done with 
one’s person and with one’s money; 
charity is giving to the poor while acts of 
kindness are for both the poor and the 
rich; charity is giving to the living while 
acts of kindness are for both the living 
and the dead. 

R. Elazar ben Pedat  
(3rd century)

A Torah of Hesed



“Prayer is greater than sacrifices”  R. Elazar



Deut. 12:11-14
Deut. 12:11-14Judges 6:24



Christian Sacrifices


