
“Rabbi Yohanan said in the name of 
Rabbi Shimon bar Yohai: verbal 
abuse is worse than monetary 

wrongdoing. Rabbi Eleazar said: 
one affects the person, the 
other only his money. Rabbi 

Shmuel bar Nahmani said: for 
one restoration is possible, but 

not for the other”   
    (Bava Metzia 58b) 







For a man strikes many 
coins from the same die, 

and all the coins are alike; 
whereas the Holy One, 
blessed be He, struck 

every man from the die of 
the first man, and yet no 

man is quite like his 
fellow.  

 
(Sanhedrin 4:4) 





“Welcoming wayfarers is greater than welcoming the Divine 
Presence”       (Shabbat 127a) 

Abraham said [to God], “If I have found 
favor in your eyes, my lord, do not 
pass your servant by.”   

[Then turning to the three men, he 
said,] 

“Let a little water be brought, and 
then you all may wash your feet 
and rest under this tree.  Let me 
get you all something to eat, so you 
all can be refreshed and then go on 
your way—now that you all have 
come to your servant.”  

 “Very well,” they answered, “do as 
you say.”   

     (Gen. 18:3-5)

“Welcoming guests is tantamount to 
honoring God. To welcome a guest into 
your home and treat him with respect 
because he is created in the likeness and 
image of God—this is considered like 
honoring the Shekinah itself.”  
    Rabbi Yehudah Loew of 
Prague






